g

71997

of 1974, 1 herewith report nine proposed
rescissions of budgetary resources, to-
taling $397 million, and one revised de-
ferral, totaling $7 million.

The proposed rescissions affect the
Departments of Agriculture, Defense-
Military, Energy, Housing and Urban
Development, and Justice, and the
General Services Administration. The
deferral affects the Social Security Ad-
ministration.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, February 10, 1997.

The message, together with the ac-
companying papers, was referred to the
Committee on Appropriations and or-
dered to be printed (H. Doc. 105-44).

99.10 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT—
CANADIAN WHALING

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
LATOURETTE, laid before the House a
message from the President, which was
read as follows:

To the Congress of the United States:

On December 12, 1996, Secretary of
Commerce Michael Kantor certified
under section 8 of the Fishermen’s Pro-
tective Act of 1967, as amended (the
“Pelly Amendment’) (22 U.S.C. 1978),
that Canada has conducted whaling ac-
tivities that diminish the effectiveness
of a conservation program of the Inter-
national Whaling Commission (IWC).
The certification was based on the
issuance of whaling licenses by the
Government of Canada in 1996 and the
subsequent Kkilling of two bowhead
whales under those licenses. This mes-
sage constitutes my report to the Con-
gress pursuant to subsection (b) of the
Pelly Amendment.

In 1991, Canadian natives took a
bowhead whale from the western Arctic
stock, under a Canadian permit. In
1994, Canadian natives took another
bowhead whale from one of the eastern
Arctic stocks, without a permit.

In 1996, under Canadian permits, one
bowhead whale was taken in the west-
ern Canadian Arctic on July 24 and one
bowhead whale was taken in the east-
ern Canadian Arctic on August 17. The
whale in the eastern Arctic was taken
from a highly endangered stock. The
IWC has expressed particular concern
about whaling on this stock, which is
not known to be recovering.

None of the Canadian whale hunts de-
scribed above was authorized by the
IWC. Canada withdrew from the IWC in
1982. In those instances where Canada
issued whaling licenses, it did so with-
out consulting the IWC. In fact, Can-
ada’s 1996 actions were directly con-
trary to IWC advice. At the 1996 Annual
Meeting, the IWC passed a resolution
encouraging Canada to refrain from
issuing whaling licenses and to rejoin
the IWC. However, Canada has recently
advised the United States that it has
no plans to rejoin the IWC and that it
intends to continue granting licenses
for the taking of endangered bowhead
whales.

Canada’s unilateral decision to au-
thorize whaling outside of the IWC is
unacceptable. Canada’s conduct jeop-
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ardizes the international effort that
has allowed whale stocks to begin to
recover from the devastating effects of
historic whaling.

I understand the importance of main-
taining traditional native cultures, and
I support aboriginal whaling that is
managed through the IWC. The Cana-
dian hunt, however, is problematic for
two reasons.

First, the whaling took place outside
the IWC. International law, as reflected
in the 1982 United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea, obligates coun-
tries to work through the appropriate
international organization for the con-
servation and management of whales.
Second, whaling in the eastern Cana-
dian Arctic poses a particular con-
servation risk, and the decision to take
this risk should not have been made
unilaterally.

I believe that Canadian whaling on
endangered whales warrants action at
this time.

Accordingly, | have instructed the
Department of State to oppose Cana-
dian efforts to address taking of ma-
rine mammals within the newly formed
Arctic Council. | have further in-
structed the Department of State to
oppose Canadian efforts to address
trade in marine mammal products
within the Arctic Council. These ac-
tions grow from our concern about
Canada’s efforts to move whaling
issues to fora other than the IWC and,
more generally, about the taking of
marine mammals in ways that are in-
consistent with sound conservation
practices.

Second, | have instructed the Depart-
ment of Commerce, in implementing
the Marine Mammal Protection Act, to
withhold consideration of any Cana-
dian requests for waivers to the exist-
ing moratorium on the importation of
seals and/or seal products into the
United States.

Finally, the United States will con-
tinue to urge Canada to reconsider its
unilateral decision to authorize whal-
ing on endangered stocks and to au-
thorize whaling outside the IWC.

I believe the foregoing measures are
more appropriate in addressing the
problem of Canadian whaling than the
imposition of import prohibitions at
this time.

I have asked the Departments of
Commerce and State to keep this situ-
ation under close review.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, February 10, 1997.

The message was referred to the
Committee on International Relations
and the Committee on Resources and
ordered to be printed (H. Doc. 105-45).

99.11 PROVIDING FOR THE
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 581

Mr. GOSS, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, reported (Rept. No.
105-3) the resolution (H. Res. 46) pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.
R. 581) to amend Public Law 104-208 to
provide that the President may make
funds appropriated for population plan-
ning and other population assistance
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available on March 1, 1997, subject to
restrictions on assistance to foreign or-
ganizations that perform or actively
promote abortions.

When said resolution and report were
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered printed.

99.12 PROVIDING FOR THE
CONSIDERATION OF H.J. RES. 2

Mr. GOSS, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, reported (Rept. No.
105-4) the resolution (H. Res. 47) pro-
viding for the consideration of the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 2) proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States with respect to the
number of terms of office of Members
of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives.

When said resolution and report were
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered printed.

99.13 HOUR OF MEETING

On motion of Mr. FOX, by unanimous
consent,

Ordered, That when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at
10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 12,
1996.

And then,

99.14 ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Mr. ROHRABACHER,
pursuant to the special order here-
tofore agreed to, at 6 o’clock and 30
minutes p.m., the House adjourned
until 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 12, 1996.

99.15 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. GOSS: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 46. Resolution providing for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 581) to amend
the Public Law 104-208 to provide that the
President may make funds appropriated for
population planning and other population as-
sistance available on March 1, 1997, subject
to restrictions on assistance to foreign orga-
nizations that perform or actively promote
abortions (Rept. No. 105-3). Referred to the
House Calendar.

Mr. SOLOMON: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 47. Resolution providing
for consideration of the joint resolution (H.J.
Res. 2) proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States with respect
to the number of terms of office of Members
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives (Rept. No. 105-4). Referred to the House
Calendar.

99.16 PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 5 of rule X and clause 4
of rule XXII, public bills and resolu-
tions were introduced and severally re-
ferred as follows:

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself
and Mr. DIAZ-BALART):

H.R. 666. A bill to amend the Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Rec-
onciliation Act of 1996 relating to welfare
and public benefits for aliens; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition
to the Committee on Agriculture, for a pe-



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-06-07T10:36:31-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




